
 
 
 

LEASE 
 
       This Lease made and entered into this            , 2018, by the County of Franklin, State 
of Pennsylvania, by the duly elected Commissioners, hereinafter, known as Lessor and      
            hereinafter known as the Lessee. 
 
       WITNESSETH that the Lessor by Virtue of Section 2306, of the County Code, being the Act of 
August 9, 1955, P.L. 323, Number 130 as amended, hereby leases to        for 
a term of thirty-six (36) months, beginning on the 1st day of January, 2019 and ending on the 31st 
day of December, 2021. The following real estate described for agriculture purposes, excluding, 
however, hog and swine operations. 
 
       PARCEL #3, being located in Guilford Township, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, 
containing 78.40 acres to be used for crop operations only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PARCEL #3 
 
This Lease is granted subject to the following conditions: 
 
That the Lessee shall pay to the County of Franklin, rental in the amount of     

 ($  ) per annum, payable in monthly advances on the first (1st) day of each 

month, in the amount of      ($   ) and the Lessee 

shall also pay to the County of Franklin, on demand any sums which may have to be expended 

restoring the premises to the condition required by Condition Nine (9) and Ten (10). Compensation 

shall be made payable to the County of Franklin and forwarded by the Lessee direct to the Franklin 

County Commissioners Office, 340 North Second Street, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The subject property for lease is located East of Chambersburg, North of U.S. Route 30, 
locally known as The Farm located on Franklin Farm Lane, in Guilford Township, Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
       The Real Estate that is to be leased by the County and consists of one (1) tract, known as Parcel #3. 
 
       Parcel #3, containing approximately 78.40 acres, consists of tillable farm land to be used only for 
agricultural planting operations. See draft attached, Parcel #3. 
 
       2. That the Lessee shall neither transfer nor assign this Lease or any property on the demised 
premises, nor sublet the demised premises or any part thereof or any property thereon, nor grant any 
interest privilege, or license whatsoever in connection with this Lease without permission in writing 
from the Franklin County Board of Commissioners, hereinafter designated as County. 
 
       3. That the Lessee has inspected and knows the condition of the leased property and it is understood 
that the same is hereby leased without any representation or warranty by the County whatsoever, and 
without obligation on the part of the County, to make any alterations, repairs or additions thereto. 
 
       4. That during the term of the Lease, the Lessee shall use said property for agricultural purposes and 
shall plant, cultivate and harvest such crops on said property, in accordance with the provisions of land-
use regulations attached hereto and made a part hereof.  He shall at all times maintain the property in 
good condition and free from weeds, brush, washes and gullies detrimental to efficient farming 
operations or to the value of such property for agricultural use, and shall not commit or permit any 
unlawful acts, activities or nuisances upon said property. He shall keep no swine or hogs, cut no timber, 
conduct no mining operations, remove no sand, gravel or kindred substances from the ground, commit 
no waste of any kind, or in any manner substantially change the contour or condition of the property 
hereby leased, except changes required in carrying out soil and water conservation measures. Subject to 
the limitations or alternatives with respect to the restoration of the property, all improvements used and 
occupied by the Lessee under this Lease at all times be protected and maintained in good order and 
condition by and at the expense of the Lessee. 
 
       5. In the event the County revokes this Lease or any other manner materially reduces the area 
covered thereby or materially affects its use by the Lessee prior to the date of expiration thereof, an 
equitable adjustment in the rental paid or thereafter to be paid under this lease shall be made, and the 
Lessee shall have the right to harvest, gather and remove from said land such crops as may have been 
planted or grown on said land or in the alternative, the said officer may require the Lessee to vacate 
immediately and, if funds are available, compensation will be made to the Lessee for the value of the 
crops remaining upon said land. Such adjustment of rental or right to harvest, gather and remove said 
crops shall be evidenced by a supplemental agreement, in writing, executed by the said officer and the 
Lessee; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That none of the provisions of this paragraph shall apply in the event 
of revocation because of a breach by the Lessee of any of the terms and conditions of this Lease and the 
crops remaining upon said land shall become the property of the County of Franklin upon the effective 
date of such revocation.  The County of Franklin reserves the right to construct and occupy both 
temporary and permanent structures upon the leased premises during the term of this lease.   In the event 
said buildings are built, an equable adjustment in the rental paid will be made between the lessor and the 
lessee as herein provided. 
 
 6. That the Lessee shall at all time exercise due diligence in the protection of the demised 
premises against damage or destruction by fire and other causes. 
 

7.  That the Lessee shall not construct any permanent structure on the said premises and shall not 
construct any temporary structure or advertising sign thereon. 
 

8.  That the right is hereby reserved to the County Commissioners, its officers, agents and 
employees, to enter upon the said premises at any time for the purpose of inspection and inventory and 



when otherwise deemed necessary for the protection of the interest of the County, and the Lessee shall 
have no claim of any character on account thereof against the County or any officer, agent or employee 
thereof. 

 
9.  That any property of Franklin County damaged or destroyed by the Lessee incident to the 

Lessee’s use and occupation of the demised premises shall be promptly repaired or replaced by the 
Lessee to the satisfaction of the County, or in lieu of such repair or replacement the Lessee shall, if so 
required by the County Commissioners, pay the County of Franklin money in an amount sufficient to 
compensate for the loss sustained by the County by reason of damages to or destruction of County 
property. 

 
10.  That the County of Franklin or its contractors or any of their officers, agents or employees 

shall not be responsible, for any loss, expense, damages to property, or injuries to person, which may 
arise from or be incident to the use and occupation of the said premises, or for damages to the property 
of the Lessee, or for injuries to the person of the Lessee, or for damages to the property or injuries to the 
person of the Lessee’s officers, agents, servants or employees, or others who may be on said premises at 
their invitation or the invitation of any one of them, arising from activities of the County of Franklin or 
its contractors, and the Lessee shall hold the County of Franklin and its contractors, and any of their 
officers, agents or employees, harmless from any and all such claims. 

 
11.  That for such period as the Lessee is in possession of the leased property pursuant to the 

provisions and conditions of this Lease, the Lessee shall procure and maintain at its cost a standard fire 
and extended coverage insurance policy or policies on the leased property to the full insurable value 
thereof.  The Lessee shall procure such insurance from any responsible company or companies.  The 
policy or policies evidencing such insurance shall provide that in the event of loss thereunder, the 
proceeds of the policy or policies, at the election of the County shall be payable to the Lessee to be used 
solely for the repair, restoration or replacement of the property damaged or destroyed, any balance of the 
proceeds not required for the repair, restoration or replacement of the property damaged or destroyed to 
be paid to the County, and that in the event the County does not elect by notice in writing to the insurer 
within sixty (60) days after the damage or destruction occurs to have the proceeds paid to the Lessee for 
the purposes herein above set forth, then such proceeds shall be paid to the County, provided, however, 
that the insurer, after payment of any proceeds to the Lessee in accordance with the provisions of the 
policy or policies shall have no obligation or liability with the respect to the use or disposition of the 
proceeds by the Lessee.  Nothing herein contained shall be construed as an obligation upon the County 
to repair, restore or replace the leased property, or any part thereof. 
 
 12.  That in addition to the land-use regulations, attached hereto, the use and occupation of the 
premises leased hereby, shall be subject to the general supervision and approval of the County 
Commissioners having immediate jurisdiction over the property and to such rules and regulations 
regarding ingress, egress, safety, sanitation and security as may be prescribed by them from time to 
time.   
 
 13.  That the Lessee shall pay the cost, as determined by the Commissioners having immediate 
jurisdiction over the property, of producing and/or supplying any utilities and other services furnished 
by the County or through County-owned facilities for the use of the Lessee, including the Lessee’s 
proportionate share of the cost of operation and maintenance of the County-owned facilities by which 
such utilities or services are produced or supplied.  The County shall be under no obligation to furnish 
utilities or services.  Payment shall be made in the manner prescribed by the said County 
Commissioners upon bills rendered monthly. 
 
 14.  (ALTERNATE) That, on or before said date of expiration of this Lease, or its termination 
by the Lessee, the Lessee shall at the Lessee’s cost, vacate the leased property, remove the property of 
the Lessee therefrom, and restore the premises to as good order and condition as that existing upon the 
date of commencement of the term of this Lease, damages beyond the control of the Lessee and due to 
fair wear and tear expected.  If, however, this Lease is revoked, the Lessee shall vacate the leased 



property, remove the property of the Lessee therefrom, and restore the leased property to the condition 
aforesaid within such time as the County Commissioners may designate except as otherwise provided in 
Condition Nine (9) and Ten (10), thereof.  In either event, and except as otherwise provided in 
Condition Nine (9) and Ten (10) hereof, if the Lessee shall fail or neglect to remove the property of the 
Lessee and so restore the leased property, then, at the option of the County Commissioners, the property 
of the Lessee shall either become the property of the County of Franklin without compensation 
therefore, or the County Commissioners may cause it to be removed and the leased property so to be 
restored at the expense of the Lessee and no claim for damages against the County of Franklin or its 
officers or agents shall be created by or made on account of such removal and restoration work. 
 
 15.  That if more than one Lessee is named in this Lease, the obligation of said Lessees herein 
contained, shall be joint and several obligations. 
 
 16.  That this Lease is subject to any existing easements for electric transmission lines, telephone 
or telegraph lines, water, gas, gasoline, oil, sewer pipelines or other facilities located on the property 
covered by this Lease. 
 
 17.  As the cost of soil conservation practices required by the land-use regulations is reflected in 
reduced rental, a federal subsidy might amount to a duplicate payment.  The Lessee agrees that he will 
not accept any cost sharing payments for soil conservation practices required by the Lease that will 
result in duplicate payments. 
 
 18.  It is hereby mutually agreed, covenanted, and understood by and between the parties hereto 
that, in the event said Lessee by adjudged bankrupt or insolvent, or in the event said Lessee makes an 
assignment for the benefit of his creditors, this Lease, at the option of the Lessor, shall immediately end 
and terminate and in no way be treated as an asset of said Lessee after the exercise of the aforesaid 
option; and the Lessor shall have the right to forthwith re-enter said premises as of his former and 
original estate. 
 
 19.  Field fences and/or boundary fences will be maintained free from brush and vines.  The 
Lessee will twice annually, mow one tractor swath adjacent to the fences.  This mowing should be 
scheduled for 15 July and 1 October to provide optimum vegetation control. 
 
 20.  All noxious weeds must be controlled by the Lessee on all leased portions of the tract 
including land usable by the Lessee, fence rows and field border strips. 
 
 21.  The Lessee will be responsible for all applicable Federal, State, and Local environmental 
laws, regulations, mitigation and monitoring procedures during the term of the Lease.  The County 
reserves the right to inspect and sample the property to determine compliance. 
 
 22.  Upon expiration of the Lease, the Lessee must leave the property environmentally clean, in 
accordance with existing Federal, State, and Local laws and will be held financially responsible for any 
restoration required as a result of the Lessee’s activities. 
 
 23.  The Lessor will impose a charge, the amount to be determined by law or regulation on late 
payment of rent or other payments due under this agreement for each thirty (30) day period that the 
payment is overdue.  The full late charge will also be applicable to periods of less than thirty (30) days. 
 

24. Lessee will pay all Real Estate taxes levied and assessed against said premises. 
 

25.  If Lessee shall not keep, observe, perform and fulfill the conditions, covenants and terms of 
this lease, then it shall cease and absolutely determine; and any attorney may immediately thereafter as 
attorney for said Lessee at the sole request of the Lessor, sign an agreement for entering in any court or 
competent jurisdiction, an amicable action of ejectment, with confession of judgment therein, in favor of 
the said Lessor and against the said Lessee, and all persons claiming under him for the immediate 



recovery for the said Lessor of possession of the hereby demised premises, without any stay of 
execution, and with the release of all errors, and with costs of suit, and for all this, this shall be a 
sufficient warrant; and thereupon a writ of possession may issue forthwith with release of errors in all 
proceedings thereon, or concerning the same; and the Lessee agree that no writ of error, exception or 
objection may be made thereto. No such determination of this lease or taking possession of the premises 
shall deprive the Lessor of any action against the said Lessee for rent or damages. 
 

26.  The said Lessee shall indemnify and hold harmless County from any and all claims, suits, 
losses and damages on account of any injuries to any person or persons, including death resulting 
therefrom, or damages to the property of any person or persons arising out of the occupancy, or use of 
the leased premises, or by reason of the Lessee failing to comply with any of the covenants, terms and 
conditions herein contained, and the Lessee shall maintain at all times during the term of the lease, 
General Liability Insurance with an insurance company acceptable to Lessor, protecting Lessee and 
County against damages to both persons and property arising out of the use, occupancy, and 
maintenance of the leased premises in an amount not less than $1,000,000.00.  The foregoing 
notwithstanding, the County of Franklin does not waive any right to statutory immunity it may possess 
as a government agency.  Evidence of insurance will be provided in the form of a Certificate of 
Insurance naming Lessor as an additional insured and certificate holder, providing a 30 day notice of 
insurance cancellation. 
 
        27. The Lessor reserves the right to terminate this lease, in whole or in part, upon ninety (90) 
days advanced notice to the Lessee, subject only to Lessee's right to remove growing crops or to be 
reimbursed for their value. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, (I/We) have hereunto set (my/our) hand(s) and seal(s), the   
day of                           , 2018. 
 

 
Sealed and delivered     COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 
in the presence of 

 
             
       David S. Keller 
 
 
             
       Robert L. Thomas 
 
 
             
       Robert G. Ziobrowski 
 
 
       LESSEE 
 
 
             
        


